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	May 2003
	Issue 2


At last - the 2nd Newsletter !! 

We apologise for the delay and there is a lot to tell you.

Goodbye to Ted

Thank you to everybody for their kind wishes about Ted.  He was a loveable horse and will be greatly missed.

Dear Ted

I’m sorry that I never had a chance to ride you and get to know you, but I know you were a wonderful horse and still are. I’d like to plant a tree in memory of you.  

We will all miss you and never forget you.

With love

Hannah

Many thanks to Hannah and her family, who wished a tree to be planted in his memory.  This can be found on the grass outside the office area.

Computerised Booking System

Severnvale will shortly be implementing an automated system for booking lessons.  We are really excited about this as not only are we the first riding school to implement this, but we have been involved in designing this package, which will be available for other schools.  Already there has been interest in other areas.  

Why have we done this?  Ultimately, we want to make things easier by knowing which horses you ride and not having to ask you each time for contact details.  Having these records will help make selection of horses easier and also help the running of the office.  

As with all new systems, there may be a few teething problems, so please be patient with us if we do have any.

New Horses at the Riding School

We’d like to welcome several new horses and ponies:
	May
	a lovely 13hh liver chestnut that is suitable for a confident child rider.

	Heidi 
	a 16hh chestnut mare with a successful showjumping record

	Shannon
	a 14hh gelding who is a super all rounder for the novice or more experienced rider.


Hire of Plastic Jumps

There has been a note up in the office for the last few weeks letting people know about a £3 charge if you wish to use the jumps when not having a lesson.  This needs to be paid to the office prior to using the jumps.  Last year we invested in these jumps and want to try and make sure that they will always be available for our clients despite the inevitable damage, which has already happened and will continue to occur from use.  The charge will help replace and increase the number of these expensive items.  It only applies to the plastic jumps.  The wooden ones may be used as before.

Staff

Lucy Dixon joined Severnvale last August and is working towards her BHS and NVQ qualifications.  Lucy has recently had success with her horse Barney at Hand Equestrian Centre.  As a result, she can no longer compete at Discovery level and in April jumped her first Newcomers at Bicton, where she came 3rd.  Congratulations to Lucy and let’s hope she has more success this year.  

Pony Club

The Severnvale branch of the Pony Club is progressing well and already has 15 members.  Over the Easter Holidays members have been busy in two rallies which were held, successfully passing the following awards:   

Grooming - Jemma, Zoe, Sarah, Sophie, April, Lizzie,  Becky J, Ellie S and Jemma

 Points of the Horse - Maise, Ruby, Sarah, Claire, Jenny and Emily

 Feeding - Maise, Ruby, Kate and Lizzie

Congratulations to all.  In the gallery there is a chart, which will show members’ progress over the following year with points awarded after each rally.  Yes, and points make prizes.  If you’ve not joined, speak to Juliet or Sally and join the fun.

Horse Ball

If you’re not familiar with horse ball, it’s been described as a cross between rugby and netball on horseback and is a growing sport in the UK. The game was created to improve balance and confidence between horse and rider and it involves sudden spurts, rapid stops, half turns and acceleration.  Severnvale has two teams competing:

Cadet  - 13 years and under

Junior  - 16 years and under

We also have two further cadet teams who are training.

Recently, the cadet team competed at Epsom Polo Club where all their hard work paid off as they achieved 2nd place.  Well done to everybody.  Both teams are looking forward to the next competition in Kent. So if anybody would like to try their hand at this game, in particular we are looking to begin a senior team (16+), then speak to Juliet for more details.

Forthcoming Events

Dressage Clinics

Come and try them out, first Friday of every month. Next Clinic Friday 6 June 6.30pm and 8.00pm  - tea, coffee and biscuits.

Family Show

If you’ve not been to this before, there is something for everybody.  Why not come along and see on Sunday 20 July.

Show Dates 2003

Evening Showjumping             12 June

ODE                                          22 June

Evening Dressage                   26 June

Evening Showjumping             10 July

2 Phase Event                          13 July

Family Show                             20 July

Evening Dressage                   31 July

Evening Showjumping             14 August

Evening Dressage                   20 August

Welsh Championships            31 August

Summer Camps

Summer Camps are fast approaching. Again, there are five camps this year and the dates are listed below.  

After its success last year, there will also be a one-night camp for younger children.

The camps are run over four days and include many aspects of riding, dressage, showjumping and cross-country.  Other activities this year will be a treasure hunt, camp fire, horse ball demos and excursions, to name a few.

Places are booking fast so for more information please speak to Juliet.

Monday 21 July                        Novice

Monday 28 July                        Advanced

Monday 4 August                     Day Camp

Monday 11August                    Inter/Adv

Monday 18 August                   Novice

Results
	11 January  - West Wilts
	
	

	Prelim Dressage 
	Vicky Clark          
	3rd

	
	Vicky Clark          
	3rd 

	19 January  - Forest of Dean 
	
	

	2’3”
	Lois Poutianinen
	3rd

	
	Teresa Huntley
	5th

	
	Vicky Clark   
	6th

	2’6”
	Lois Poutianinen
	1st

	2 February  - Hand Equestrian Centre
	
	

	3’3”-3’6”
	Emily Gresty 
	3rd

	9 February  - Forest of Dean
	
	

	85cm 
	Emily Gresty 
	1st

	105cm
	Emily Gresty 
	1st

	15 February  - Pencoed 
	
	

	Newcomers
	Emily Gresty 
	2nd

	1 March  - Rockhampton 
	
	

	PC Team Jumping (individual and team)
	
	

	10 & Under 2’
	Emily Gresty 
	1st I

	10 & Under 2’
	Emily Gresty 
	1st T

	12 & Under 2’3”
	Emily Gresty 
	2nd T

	12 & Under 2’6”
	Emily Gresty 
	3rd I

	12 & Under 2’6”
	Emily Gresty 
	4th T

	2 March  - Forest of Dean
	
	

	Dengie Regional Final 1m   
	Emily Gresty 
	5th

	95cm 
	Emily Gresty 
	1st

	4 March  - Hand Equestrian Centre
	
	

	Preliminary Dressage 
	Vicky Clark   
	3rd

	9 March  - Rockhampton
	
	

	1m Open  - Qual Scope Festival
	Emily Gresty 
	4th

	21 March  - Aldon
	
	

	Novice Eventing
	Lizzel Winter
	1st

	22 March  - West Wilts
	
	

	Newcomers
	Emily Gresty 
	3rd

	23 March  - Badgworth
	
	

	PC Team Jumping (individual and team) 
	
	

	12 & Under 2’3”
	Emily Gresty 
	1st T

	29 March  - West Wilts
	
	

	Preliminary Dressage 
	Vicky Clark   
	6th

	15 April  - Hand Equestrian Centre
	
	

	PC Team Jumping (individual and team)
	
	

	12 & Under 2’6”
	Emily Gresty 
	4th I

	12 & Under 2’6”
	Emily Gresty 
	6thT

	14 & Under 3’
	Emily Gresty 
	2nd T

	16 April  - West Wilts
	
	

	Preliminary Dressage 
	Rebecca Shopland
	1st

	21 April  - Chavenage
	
	

	Beaufort PC  - ODE
	
	

	14 & Under 2’9”
	Emily Gresty 
	6th

	6 April - Hilltop
	
	

	2 phase 2’9”
	Esmé Doyle 
	4th

	27 April  -  Forest of Dean
	
	

	Preliminary Dressage 
	Vicky Clark   
	5th


 
