[image: image1.jpg]



	December 2003
	Issue 4


Winter Newsletter 

It’s hard to believe that Christmas is nearly upon us.  2003 has been a busy year at Severnvale.  The surfaces for both the indoor and outdoor schools have been replaced, which will make a difference for everybody for the winter.  Stables are being upgraded and other facilities have been decorated.  

The Pony Club has really taken off and is practising very hard for their first test, which is examined by an external examiner and not Juliet this time. 

Clients have had lots of success in dressage, show jumping and eventing, so the hard work is paying off. Let’s now celebrate these successes by joining in the fun Severnvale offers over the festive period.

All the staff at Severnvale wish you a very Happy Christmas and a successful New Year.

 Christmas at Severnvale

There is always plenty to do at Severnvale at Christmas.  Why not join us for one of the following:

12th December - 6.30pmClaire’s Grid Work Sessions

For the novice rider wanting to improve their balance and position for jumping. Claire will work on jump position over some poles, building up to grids. 

These 6 sessions will be held every 2 weeks and offer an excellent opportunity to improve confidence as well as you’re jumping. For more information see Claire or Sally.

14th December - 1pm-4pm Adult Christmas Show

This year there will be a mixture of individual events and then a selection of gymkhana games for teams.  These will include egg & spoon, sack race and sweetie race.

The afternoon is great fun and anyone can join in so persuade your friends to. 

The sheets are in the gallery.  Mulled wine and mince pies afterwards!!

19th December - 6pm-9pm Children’s Christmas Party

Time to unwind.  Christmas games and a disco.  This was a great success last year so we hope that you can join us again this year.  More information is in the gallery.

21st December Children’s Christmas Show

Another tradition at Severnvale is this show. There will be novelty jumping classes, gymkhana games and barrel racing.  The sheets for the Christmas Show are also in the gallery, so sign up early so that you get the pony of your choice.

23rd December - 10.45am-4pm Fun Day

Need to do that last minute shopping without the children?  Severnvale has the solution. Juliet will be running a fun day to really get things going for Christmas.  

Opening Times over Christmas Period

	· Wednesday
	24th December
	a.m. only

	· Thursday
	25th December
	closed

	· Friday
	26th December
	closed

	· Saturday
	27th December
	lessons as usual

	· Wednesday
	31st December
	a.m. only

	· Thursday
	1st January                
	closed

	· Friday
	2nd January   
	lessons as usual


Horses and ponies have stockings too!

All the year the ponies and horses work very hard to help you enjoy your riding lessons and we were really hoping that Santa would visit them this year with some goodies to fill their stockings!

From 13th December there will be a sack where the tack is kept which we would like your help in filling.  Ponies and horses love carrots, apples and mints.  

So if you think they’ve been good for you and you would like to give them a treat, please put a contribution in the sack. We will then make sure that they have some treats over the festive period.

Stuck for presents?  Here are some ideas to help

Severnvale Gift Vouchers

Severnvale offer a selection of gift vouchers, which can be used in return for any lesson.  The gift vouchers are available from the office.

From Ride & Stride - St Arvans

Don’t forget your trusted steed this Christmas. We have a wide selection of treats from 80p and Christmas stockings for under £5; Go on spoil your four-legged friend! We also have a wide range of gifts, from cute pony key rings, videos and books to miniature rocking horses. There are lots of stocking fillers including light up pens, grooming brushes, hats, scarves and gloves, new Land Rover mugs, key rings, wallets and T-Shirts…etc.  Come and have a browse.  You may be surprised what you can find.  It’s closer than battling to Cribbs Causeway!!  P.S. January sale starts Friday 2nd January - lots of bargains to be found.

From Riders Saddlery - Lydney

Riders Saddlery at Lydney has lots of ideas to fill those Christmas stockings and delight all riders, which we can wrap for you free of charge. We’re open until 6pm on Christmas Eve for last minute shopping.  Come and have a look.  Our sale starts on 18th January when we will be offering up to 60% off on some items.

New Staff

Jonathan Wilson

Jonathan has now joined the team.  Jonathan is new to riding himself and is looking to make the equestrian world his chosen career.  He is currently working towards his BHS exams and is also studying for his NVQ.

Exam Success

Congratulations to Libby Gent who passed her BHS Stage I exam. Libby and her colleagues are now busy working towards their Stage 2, which they hope to take in the spring.

Jeffress Scholarship Trust

And yet more success for staff at Severnvale. Berni has been awarded a much sought-after scholarship, which was set up by Albert Godfrey Jeffress.  The scholarship is for the training of riding instructors.  Berni applied after seeing an advert in the Horse & Hound back in June and, after consideration, the trustees have awarded Berni a training bursary. Needless to say, she is delighted and intends to use it for training towards the riding section for her BHS Intermediate Instructors examination, which takes her to the next level of qualification.  She hopes to take Merlyn, her 5-year-old thoroughbred cross Welsh gelding, to Chris Bartle, MBE and Fellow of the BHS, in Yorkshire.  She chose Chris from the recommended list of top trainers because of the breadth of his experience and his success, which includes winning Badminton.  Berni hopes that this experience will also help to prepare Merlyn for Novice Eventing next season.

Congratulations Berni.

Dates for Your Diary
	12th December         
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	14th December         
	Adult Clients Christmas Show

	19th December         
	Children’s Christmas Party 6.00pm

	21st December         
	Children’s Christmas Show

	23rd December         
	Fun Day 10.45am-4.00pm

	9th January               
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	23rd January             
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	5th February              
	BHS Stage I Course 7.30pm start for 10 weeks

	6th February              
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	21st & 22nd February 
	Green Horse Course

	27th February            
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	5th March                  
	Claire’s Novice Grid Work Session 6.30pm open to all

	5th, 6th & 7th March  
	Pre Event Course

	10th April                   
	Easter Egg Hunt & Have a Go Horse Ball Afternoon

	11th May                     
	BE Training Day

	2nd June                    
	4 Week Course Stable Management & Equine First Aid Series

	3rd June                    
	Evening S J Comp

	17th June                   
	Evening Dressage Comp

	20th June                  
	Sally’s ODE Clinic

	24th June                  
	Evening Rally

	27th June                  
	Riders Saddlery One Day Event

	15th July                    
	Evening S J Comp

	15th-18th July             
	Lizzel’s Adult Camp

	18th July                    
	Family Show

	19th July                    
	Juliet’s Camps Begin

	22nd July                   
	Evening Rally

	29th July                     
	Dressage Evening Comp

	July  
	Gymkhana Day

	5th-8th August           
	Sally’s Camp

	12th August                
	PM Dressage Championships

	19th August                
	Evening S J Comp

	28th August                
	Sally’s ODE Clinic

	2nd September         
	Evening Rally

	5th September           
	Ride & Stride Welsh Championships One Day Event


                            

