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Summer Newsletter 

A warm welcome to Louise, our new Yard Manager, Ellie, the Assistant Yard Manager who joins on 16th June, and to Emma.  Find out a bit more about them in this letter.

Summer Shows

Summer activities at Severnvale are now in full swing so please join us for some of these dates:

15th July and 19th August - Evening Show Jumping Competitions

A great way to have a go at a show jumping course.  Classes start from 1’ 6” and get bigger for those who want more of a challenge.  Come and have a go.  Book your horse and surprise yourself.

17th June, 29th July and 12th August - Evening Dressage Competitions

Everyone can do dressage.  It may look fancy but it is really easy!  Ask your Instructor for a copy of the tests and they will help you work towards them.

18th July - Family Show

This really is a family event.  Speak to Juliet about her great gymkhana games or be creative with the fancy dress competition.  Jumping and showing classes.  It really is a fun day.

27th June and 5th September - One Day Events

A chance to do all disciplines - dressage, show jumping and cross-country.  Don’t panic if you’ve never entered before or are feeling a bit rusty as help is at hand with some training events:

Other events:

· 20th June Louise’s ODE Clinic

· 24th June Evening Rally

· 22nd July Evening Rally

· 28th August Louise’s ODE Clinic

· 2nd September Evening Rally

For more details speak with either Louise or Kim in the office.

Help Needed

We are always looking for helpers for the one-day events.  If you can spare some time, please give your name in at the office

New Staff

Louise Marks

Hello, I’ve been asked to write a few lines to introduce myself.  So here goes.  My name is Louise Marks, 24 born and brought up in Somerset.  First started my training at Huntley School of Equitation where I completed my PTT in 1997 then gained my Assistant Instructor Certificate in 1999.  I then moved on to college where I completed a National Diploma in horse management with business studies.  Work experience has taken me to lots of yards, favourites would be David Pincus's Dressage Yard and Stud and the National Stud in Newmarket.  Again, after training at Huntley in 2001 I became a registered BHS II.  The last two years I’ve been self-employed combining teaching with house and horse sitting.  To Severnvale I hope to bring a breath of fresh air, as I’m full of enthusiasm, drive and fun.  This is an exciting time at Severnvale so watch this space!

Dates for your diary - 5th - 8th August - come and have a great time at my Summer Camp.  Speak to me for more details.

Ellie Halsey

Hello to everyone. I’m shortly to be starting work at Severnvale as Assistant Yard Manager, which I’m really looking forward to!  Here’s my background.  I have been a BHSAI for around 9 years, having trained at Hartpury College where I did a BTEC National Diploma in Equine Business Management.  I also completed the Advanced National Certificate in Equine Business Management at Warwickshire College.  For the last 4 years I’ve been working as Head Groom/Instructor at Prolock Vale Horse Hotel and Riding Centre on Exmoor, teaching all levels of riders in flatwork, jumping and cross country.  I’m really keen to join the team at Severnvale and am hoping to work towards my Intermediate Instructors Certificate while I am here.  Looking forward to meeting everyone soon!

Emma

I have worked previously in the racing industry, at a stud, and had plenty of teaching experience at a riding school.  I have already achieved my BHS Stage 2 exam and whilst at Severnvale I hope to pass my PTT and Stage 3 exams as well as gaining some competition experience with my horse Tarquin.

Exam Success

BHS Exams

Congratulations to both Libby and Jon who have passed their BHS Stage 1 exam.  Jon has also passed his riding and road safety exam.  Libby is hoping to take her Stage 2 very shortly.

NVQ

Severnvale offers the chance to study an NVQ: levels 1, 2 and 3 in horsecare and level 4 in business management.  Well done to Libby who has not only completed level 2 much earlier than the suggested time but she was also recognised as learner of the month by the NVQ awards body. 

Severnvale Pony Club

Since January 2003 Severnvale has been recognised as a Pony Club Centre and run organised activities for members.  We have now decided that the Pony Club will be the sole organisation, which will recognise riders’ success.  Riders previously worked towards BHS progressive tests.  The Pony Club offers so much more for your membership.  

So what does membership include:

· Achievement Badges - there are 20 subjects, ranging from bandaging and rugs to road safety, which members can test their skills against and receive an embroidered badge to sew onto sweatshirts.

· Progressive Tests - 3 levels, which help prepare members for the Efficiency Tests as well as being a great way to monitor progress.

· Efficiency Tests - these are the traditional Pony Club Tests.

The annual subscription entitles members to take part in the Pony Club activities.  Members also receive magazines and other information to help them enjoy their riding.  Severnvale is also going to have Severnvale Pony Club sweatshirts printed so you can sew your achievement badges onto these.  Juliet is particularly keen to start a group for riders who have just started but want to do more.  All activities are in the holidays so speak to Louise or Juliet for more information about the Pony Club and for application forms.

Our Pony Club written by Jess Marshall

Joining the Pony Club gives horse lovers a chance to learn more about their equine friends, while having fun.  In Severnvale Pony Club we have a day with flat lesson, jump lesson, stable management lesson and a rally at the end.  Our Pony Club has recently been working towards their D test. Pony Club has taught us to take care of the ponies.

3rd July Open Day

Our first Open Day!  The aim is for new, existing and lapsed clients to come and see the changes, which will be happening at Severnvale.  The hope is that by 3rd July the lecture room will be open.  This will provide those who are studying stable management a place to work and learn.  

There will be demonstrations in horseball and drill riding. Even a chance to win a lesson! So if you know some friends who would like to learn to ride or haven’t been for a lesson for a while or you would like a look please spend some time with us on 3rd July.  Even book that first lesson!

Severnvale Horseball Teams

Severnvale Horseball Teams have been training hard through the winter and are ready for another season.  Our first match was Yorkley on 3rd/4th April.  We would like to welcome some new members to the team - Joanne Cann, Sophie Gregory and Ocean Clarke. Children and parents have been working hard raising funds for the Horseball Team.  We would like to say a big thank you to Claire for raising £70 in a 24 hour Sponsored Silence and if you know Claire you will appreciate how hard this would have been! And to Suzanne and Mr Marshall who ran the Forest of Dean Half Marathon in the rain and lots of mud to raise £300 for us.

Horseball by Jess Marshall

Horseball is a cross between rugby and basketball and having the ability to almost fall off the horse to pick it up.  Severnvale have a Horseball Team, which practice every other Sunday.  There are four per team in this sport with 3 age groups (13 under ‘Cadets’, 16 under ‘Juniors’ and over 16 ‘Seniors’).  Horseball teaches balance in the rider and confidence and trust between horse and rider.  

As you may have heard, Severnvale Horseball Team were on TV (BBC Point West) recently and they found it very exciting being interviewed and getting filmed whilst playing.

Juliet’s Summer Camps

Summer is fast approaching and it is time to think of Summer Camps.  The camps consist of 4 days with a pony, sleeping in tents.  There will be loads of riding, fun, midnight games, etc.  The camps book up very fast.  Dates are in the gallery so book your place in the office now.

Driving to and from Severnvale by a mother and livery owner

Whilst riding down the lane the other day I was thinking about all the things that could frighten my horse:

· coke cans on the grass verge

· flapping plastic bags

· an animal rustling in the hedge

to name but a few.  I drive up and down the lane at least twice most days and, like most of you, am normally in a hurry.  

Please could I ask everyone to remember that the lane is also used for lessons and to exercise horses.  They can be silly animals that sometimes think that everyday objects are going to kill them and, whilst they aren’t frightened of your car, they may see a monster in the hedge just as you are passing.  

When you are driving in the lane remember that there may be a pony round the next bend and slow down accordingly. Don’t try to squeeze past and if you stop wait until they area passed before you pull away, it is very frightening to a horse to have a car spin its tyres in the mud just as they are level with it.  

Hire of Plastic Jumps

As from this week the plastic jumps will be in the field and available for hire.  So if you wish to use these jumps when you’re not having a lesson please pay £3 in the office prior to using them.  The wooden ones may be used as before.

